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Where we’re staying
jvsl guest house, 
vidyanagar, 
hampi house a and B,
jindal vijayanagar steel ltd
vidyanagar 583275, Bellary, 
karnataka.
Tel 08395 240888
fax 08395 240890
lounge@jvsl.com

We’re providing 
t-shirts and caps but 
you need to bring 
•  Casual, comfortable 

clothes and very 
comfortable shoes 
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(there’ll be lots of 
walking). hampi is warm 
- the sun is strong - in 
the day and cool in the 
evening. 

•  Dress code for evening: 
top half provided, please 
take care of bottom 
halves. 

•  Shawl or light jacket 
might be useful. Kids may 
require light jackets at the 
farm 11th eve.

•  if you think necessary, 
carry an extra set of 
clothes for kids on Day 1.

•  Swimming gear for 
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everyone is a good idea.
•  Sporty types, relevant 

gear (please check 
itinerary for sports 
facilities available). there 
will be rackets to borrow 
if you don’t want to carry 
your own all the way 
there. 

•  Binoculars for bird 
watching.

•  Sun block, sunscreen, 
insect repellant.

please remember to 
•  Pack light: we have a 

baggage constraint of 
one bag per person. 

•  attach your Hampi 
Baggage Tag to your 
luggage so it can be 
delivered more quickly to 
your room.

•  identify your baggage at 
the Hospitality Desk if it’s 
not tagged.

•  Be careful with valuables, 
cash etc your rooms have 
no lockers.

•  Leave room keys in the 
room while checking out.

key contacts
•  at both lunch halts, only 

BSnL mobiles work. For 

any emergencies, here 
are rahul and his brother 
Shrenik’s BSnL mobile 
nos: 

 rahul Baldota 
 +94484 65678 
 shrenik Baldota 
 +94484 62335
•  Contact Hospitality Desk 

for any other assistance 
as well 24-hr in lounge/ 
extension 9.

•  Please sign up for all 
sunday morning offsites 
at hospitality desk.

Housekeeping/ room 
service ( Call ext 1052) 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact them for anything 
you need. 
•  Laundry and pressing 

services are available (no 
dry-cleaning). hairdryers 
available on request.

•  Bed tea is available in 
the mornings - please 
fill out the cards in 
your room and hang 
on your doorknobs the 
previous night or call ext 
1053/1054 to place your 
order.

B r i e f i n g
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first aid/ medical
•  Basic First aid with 

hospitality desk.
•  For any medical 

emergency, please call 
township hospital at ext. 
3333/4000. doctor on 
call.

Communication 
facilities
•  Faxes: Will be delivered to 

hospitality desk
•  internet access: 24-hr 

internet access in the 
Lobby, BSnL does work.

•  mobile coverage over the 
hampi site is limited.

sport facilities
•  the sports complex 

is across from Hampi 
house. Tennis, squash, 
badminton, swimming 
archery and boating 
are available. Please call 
Hospitality Desk for info, 
bookings, etc.

•  yoga classes are held 
every morning at 7.00 am 
at the township temple.

Badavi Linga

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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Landscape

The most striking 
thing about Hampi 
is the scenery. in this 

part of Central Karnataka, 
granite boulders in varying 
tones of grey, ochre 
and pink dominate the 
landscape, scattered and 
placed as hills and long 
ridges or as piles of rock. 

the terrain is one of the 
most ancient and stable 
surfaces on earth and its 
unique rocky appearance 
was caused by three 

in
tr

od
uc

ti
on

L a n D S C a P e  •  L e g e n D  •  H i S t o r y

thousand million years of 
erosion. 

the tungabhadra river runs 
through it and the river’s 
periodic flooding has worn 
away, polished and stained 
the bordering rocks and 
created islands, lagoons 
and small pools.

Human habitation has 
existed here for almost 
3000 years and prehistoric 
rock shelters abound 
with painted pictures of 
horsemen and animals. 

Sisters Stone
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Legend
The region also figures in 
aryan legends. pampa, 
Brahma’s daughter, as she 
diligently meditated in 
the Hemakuta Hills above 
the river, caught shiva’s 
eye and the two came to 
be married. She was thus 
popularly associated with 
his consort parvati and he 
became known in the region 
as pampapati (pampa’s 
lord) and was established 
as the local deity.  in the 
ramayana, this area is 
identified as the forest 
domain of the monkeys of 
kishkindha and it’s here 
that ram and laxman, 
while on their quest for 
the abducted Sita, met 
hanuman. 

History
Hampi reached its peak of 
its glory in the 14th and 
15th centuries aD with the 
establishment of the city of 
Vijayanagar by the founders 
of the Sangama dynasty. 
The city grew in size and 
stature under their rule in 
the 15th century and then 
under Tuluva rule into the 

next century.

two hundred years of 
immense wealth and power 
resonate in vijayanagar’s 
city plan , which is the 
largest of any contemporary 
city in india. it was an 
enormous stronghold, 
secure with natural and 
man-made fortifications. 
The sacred centre, the 
royal enclosure and the 
urban core were the city’s 
most important sections - 
however, the population 
extended to village 
settlements, testifying 
to an urban region of 
approximately 600 square 
kilometers. irrigation ducts 
and a superbly engineered 
hydraulic system serviced 
this large population.

the last ruler of Vijayanagar 
so antagonized the 
deccan sultans that they 
formed a unique alliance 
against vijayanagar 
which culminated in the 
battle of 1565 where the 
Vijayanagar forces were 
vanquished and the city 
was abandoned to the 

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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enemy. The conquering 
troops spent months 
pillaging, looting and 
burning: so thorough was 
the destruction that it 
wasn’t possible for later 
vijayanagar rulers to re-
establish their headquarters 
there despite several 
attempts and the capital 
was left to crumble further 
into decay and ruin.

archaeological 
excavations World 
Heritage Site
investigation of 
vijayanagar’s archeological 
heritage received significant 
stimulus in the 1970’s 
when hampi was identified 
as one of the three sites to 
be taken up by a national 
project. The archeological 
Survey began new 
excavations in 1976 and 
much of the work has since 
been focused on excavating 
the area in and around the 
walled compounds of the 
city’s royal centre. 

Heritage Conservation 
and protection
protecting and conserving 

vijayanagar isn’t likely to 
be easy. 

to begin with, the 25 
square kilometers or so that 
comprise the site is rugged 
open territory through which 
the tungabhadra flows. a 
growing local population 
and associated development 
and growth in agriculture, 
building activities and 
transportation links are 
significantly damaging the 
archaelogical remains.
 
However, awareness of 
our heritage is improving 
and things are changing. 
ngo’s and conservationists 
in the area are working 
with the local people and 
various institutions. sangita 
(Jindal), an active member 
of the Hampi Development 
authority, is also involved 
with government initiatives 
and has started an ngo 
hampi foundation 
which is restoring the 
chandramauleshwar 
Temple along with the 
global Heritage Fund, San 
francisco.

i n T r o d u c T i o n
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mahanavami dibba 
Platform Soul 

So-called due to its 
association with the 
mahanavami festival 

as described by the 16th 

century portuguese traveler 
Domingo Paes (c 1520-22). 
(Cross ref: read excerpts 
from his travel writing 
starting Pg 127 of Hampi)
 
it’s also known as the great 
Platform Square, a multi-
level platform dominating 
a walled structure south of 
the hazare rama temple. 
Check out panoramic view 
of the royal Centre.
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varying degrees 
of intricacy and 
the seeming 
inconsistency of 
figures in motifs 
becomes one 
lavish multi-
stylistic jamboree 
(fusion was big, 
then, too). 

point to ponder 
according to 
at least one 
authority, the 
great Platform is also 
something of a great 
mystery. royal associations 
are abundantly evident 
from the scale and its 
motifs but there are no 
sacred images at all. 
intriguing. therefore the 
link with mahanavami 
Festival (forerunner of 
mysore’s dasara) and actual 
significance aren’t clear, 
paes notwithstanding. 
What does it all mean? Will 
we ever know? Watch this 
space. (just kidding.) 

Hazare ram Grand 
processions
The “Thousand rams” 

Chapel for the Vijayanagar 
kings that lies at the centre 
of the royal enclosure 
built by Devaraya in the 
early 15th century. The 
outer walls depict royal 
processions and water 
sports of the Vasantotsava 
festival. animals, soldiers 
and women are shown 
approaching enthroned 
kings as they would during 
the mahanavami festival. 
the skill and craftsmanship 
is such that no two carved 
figures are exactly alike. 

number crunching The 
mandapa walls include 
108 episodes from the 
ramayana. 
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Look out from the middle 
of the mandapa you can 
see the top of matanga Hill, 
from its east doorway you 
can see malyavanta hill. 

Lotus mahal Pink floral, 
red tape 
one of the best-preserved 
structures in the royal 
enclosure. luxuriant name 

notwithstanding, 
this probably was 
witness to sadly 
tedious bureaucratic 
goings-on as a 
council chamber, 
as shown on a map 
drawn 1799. 

it’s a unique two-
storeyed pavilion, 
with a symmetrical 
mandala-type plan. 

the upper chamber was 
also used, as you can tell, by 
the staircase in the corner. 
Details echo those found in 
Bahmani style from the first 
half of the 15th century. 

note The striking floral 
motifs from that period 
with geese, yalis and 

Lotus Mahal

Elephant Stables

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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scrollwork from local 
tradition: again there is the 
coexistence of sultanate 
and vijayanagar styles 
that are part and parcel 
of Hampi’s triumphant 
civilizational synthesis. 

its moulded stone base 

and nine pyramidal 
towers derive from temple 
architecture.

elephant stables 
Jumbo Set 
royal centre, vijayanagar. 
on the east of the parade 
ground are 11 stables in 
a single line each with an 
arched opening that were 
meant to accommodate 
two elephants. The 
chamber above was for 
drummers and other 
musicians, perhaps 
there to put the imperial 
pachyderms in the mood 
for march-past mode.

inspiration The design is 
sultanate-styled, inspired 
by second quarter of 15th 
century Bahmani design in 
gulbarga and Bidar. there 
is a similar arrangement 
of domed chambers and 
motifs in buildings in Sagar 
90 km south of gulbarga. 

note how the domes 
alternate with twelve-sided 
vaults.

sad but true The pyramidal 
tower with its curving 

Ganesh
Temple

i n T r o d u c T i o n
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eaves above this musicians’ 
chamber is now lost to 
posterity.

all work and no play: 
arches of different sizes 
play off each other. 

ganesh 
temple 
Boulder 
gesture
on top of 
hemakuta 
hill, an open 
24-columned 
mandapa with 
hampi spread 
out beneath. 
When you’ve 
taken in the 
view, go inside 
the sanctum 
with its 4.5 m 
tall ganesha 
sculpted on a 
boulder, trunk 
poised to pick 
up a rice cake 
from the palm of its right 
hand. 

This is the kadalekalu 
ganesha, its proportions 
in sharp contrast to the 

elegant narrowness of 
the 24 pillars: yet another 
example of the fine 
contrasts in line, volume, 
inspiration that is the 
beauty of Hampi. 

Virupaksha 
temple 
Shrine apart 
virupaksha 
was first the 
family deity of 
the sangamas 
who founded 
hampi and 
then was 
anointed 
rashtra devata, 
or state deity 
as well. 
his consorts 
are the river 
goddess 
pampa, 
daughter of 
Brahma , and 
Bhuvaneshwari 
(“mistress of 

the World”). 

This well-known tirtha or 
pilgrimage destination, 
with its breathtaking 
location on a bank of the 

h a m p i  r o c k s !

16



tungabhadra, is first stop as 
well for the tourist.

still in use, its location and 
design seem to indicate 
that it was originally built as 
a separate shrine, a private 
chapel for the royal family.
 
many of its features 
date back to the original 
Vijayanagar period (15th 
century ad), though 
remodeling and additions 
of structures, plaster and 
painting were ongoing till 
the 19th century aD.
Beside it is the manmatha 
Tank – once the primary 
bathing place – now in 

disrepair, with various 
smaller shrines on the side.

Chakratheertha 
Complex Relief 
work
chakratheertha 
is the holiest 
bathing spot on 
the tungabhadra. 
The kondadarama 
temple overlooks 
the chakratirtha 
and pilgrims visit 
this temple to 
worship the relief 
composition of 
rama, with sita, 

laxman and hanuman 
carved onto a natural 
boulder set within the 
sanctuary. The complex also 
has several lesser shrines 
and, climbing across the 
rocks, you’ll see several 
unusual boulder reliefs.
  
purandarasa temple 
Mandapa music
This is a mandapa 
associated with the founder 
of the Carnatic school of 
music, who was also a 
musician at the vijayanagar 
court. 

i n T r o d u c T i o n
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Vittala temple Chariot 
Devout 
this was the centre of the 
temple town. vithala, also 
known as Vithoba, is an 
incarnation of Vishnu. 

Key features: the 
100-columned mandapa 
and the chariot-shaped 
garuda shrine. it was built 
by various later emperors 
of the tuluva dynasty 
in the early 16th century 
who each added on to 

what their predecessors 
had built. architecturally 
and sculpturally, the main 
temple and the mandapas 
represent the esthetic and 
creative climax of the tuluva 
era. 

the shrine remains but 
the temple was destroyed 
when Vijayanagar fell. 

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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jindal steel plant

Jindal vijayanagar 
steel plant (jvsl) is 
a part of the Jindal 

South West (JSW) group, 
a group with a turnover 
of around uSD$ 2 billion. 
jvsl is a 2.5 million ton 
per annum steel company 
completely integrated 
across the value chain with 
other companies engaged 
in mining, power, port and 
oxygen sectors. the focus 
of the group has been on 
continuous growth through 
the introduction of the 
latest technology. 

The offsite takes us through 
jvsl’s environmentally-
friendly and integrated 
steel plant. sajjan will show 
us the entire process of 
steelmaking right from 
receiving the iron ore to the 
manufacture of marketable 
steel. The jvsl team would 
be more than happy to 
answer any of your queries. 

of
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yoga 
morning yoga classes are 
run by mr Sankat mochan. 
He believes yoga is a form 
of spiritual awakening and 
he helps you develop and 
utilize your own inherent 
powers to control negative 
emotions, stresses, strains 
and tensions and strive 
towards spiritual peace and 
real bliss.

The classes are run in the 
township temple which 
provides a truly inspirational 
backdrop to this self-
exploratory session.

sporting offsites
swimming, tennis 
badminton, squash, archery 
and boating

Queens’ Bath

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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at torangallu 
 06.45-07.00  Arrival by Hampi express
 08.30-09.00  Breakfast
 09.30  Departure by bus for   
  Boulders 
at Boulders 
 11.15  Arr & refreshments 
 11.45  Walk to island rock carvings
  leopard watch
  Activity options
  swimming/ water polo
  Volleyball
  Billiards/ table tennis
  aTv ride
  kids’ Treasure hunt
 13.45-15.00 Lunch
 15.15-15.45  Photosession
 15.45-16.45  Activity options 
  Beach volleyball or 
  Waterfall visit 
 17.15  Dep for Birdwatch
 17.30  Birdwatching and high tea 
 18.30  Dep for Vasant Farm
at Vasant farm
 19.45  Arr / Welcome drink
  Activity options 
  shooting or 
  Bullock cart ride or 
  aTv ride 
  Dinner & disco 
  campfire 
 00.00 onwards Bus transfers for night halt 
  at jindal guest house, 

fri11thfeb
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at jindals  
 07.00-08.00  Breakfast 
 08.00  Dep by bus for Hampi 
at Hampi
 09.30  Arr at hampi 
  mahanami Dibba  
  hazare rama Temple 
  Toilet break
  lotus mahal
  elephant Stables 
  Snack break 
  ganesh Temple  
  Walk to Virupakshi temple 
  chakra Tirtha 
 13.30  Dep by coracle to Shama
  pawar’s home in anegundi on 
  tungabhadra riverbank
at shama pawar’s
 14.00  Arr/ Welcome dance by 
  Lambadi folk troupe 
  Traditional lunch prepared 
  by local residents
  Shopping for local handicrafts  
 16.30  Kothilingam Offsite 
 17.30  Dep by coracle from Shama  
    pawar’s 
to purandaradasa Temple 
at purandaradasa temple 
 18.00 High tea
 18.30  Dep for Vittala temple
at Vittala temple

sat12thfeb

  vidyanagar 
  Night halt at jindals

Coracle

h a m p i  r o c k s !
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at jindals
 08.00-09.00  Activity Options 
  yoga at temple 
   steel plant visit
  swimming, etc 
 09.30  Champagne brunch
 11.00  Dep by bus for Bangalore 

sun13thfeb

Lotus Mahal

 18.45  Arr
 19.45  Dep for Jindal guest House 
at jindals
 21.30  Dinner dance (village theme)
  at guest house poolside 
  hosted by Sajjan and 
  sangita jindal 

i T i n e r a r y
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We’d like to offer our warmest thanks to 

sajjan and sangita jindal
rahul and lavina Baldota
shrenik and rashmi Baldota
shama pawar
clare arni 

We’d also like to acknowledge our references, made 
while writing this Handbook’s text, 
to the book New Light on Hampi edited by John m Fritz 
and george michel, and published by marg Publications. D
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changes
• rahul n.Baldota’s number actually is 94484 65677 (BSnL)
• two additional contact numbers are 
 n D Prasad – 9448791100 (BSnL) and
 jayanthi c r – 9880724866 (airtel)
• remember, BSnL coverage is available at most places and 

airtel only at a few. 
• the champagne brunch on Sunday is courtesy of Sajjan 

and sangita jindal. 

please keep these changes in mind.

Thanks,

the Committee
10th Feb ’05


